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B I G  P I C T U R E ,  S I D E B A R ,  T E M P O R A L  
N OTAT I O N  —  T I M E L I N E S  P R E S E N T  
I N F O R M AT I O N  V I S U A L LY  TO  H E L P  
P E O P L E  U N D E R S TA N D,  W E L L ,  A  L OT  O F  
T H I N G S .  L E A R N  A B O U T  T H E  PA S T  A N D  
P R E S E N T  O F  T I M E L I N E S  A S  W E L L  A S  
E D U C AT I O N A L  I M P L I C AT I O N S .  W H AT ’ S  
T H E  N E W E S T ?  E A S I E S T ?  T E C H - Y  W O W ?  
S I M I L A R  TO  B U T  N OT ?  W E ’ L L  C H E C K  
O U T  C U R R E N T  F R E E  O N L I N E  D I Y  S I T E S  
I N  T H I S  P R E S E N TAT I O N  A N D  V I E W  A  
G A L L E R Y  O F  C R E AT I V E  T I M E L I N E  
E X P R E S S I O N .   
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This primarily visual session discussed  
the theory and history of time 
 and also its visual representation.  
Also discussed were timeline benefits and  drawbacks, e.g., timelines 
inadvertently can flaw historical interpretation because:  
• Sequencing implies events relate to another and an earlier event 
caused following events. 
• Events appear as abrupt changes without transition or influence. 
• Simplicity leaves out struggles, complexities, and related multiplicity of 
details that convey a more accurate accounting. 
• Traditional timelines present only one view, one “argument,” in the 
guise of objective reality. 
 Digital timelines mitigate and even solve some of 
these  problems with linkages for tiered 
communication and the multiple perspectives 
option as seen in  The Path of Protest and Texas 
History Timeline. 
Timeline creation suggestions included 
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READWRITETHINK 
Yes No Younger 
students 
Image No Horizontal PDF No No Limited 
characters 
Simplicity 
WHENINTIME 
Yes No General Image, 
video 
No Horizontal URL Yes Yes One font Several 
backgrounds 
HSTRY 
Yes Yes General Image, 
audio, 
video 
No 2-column 
vertical 
URL Yes Yes One font Quiz 
question/did 
you know? 
TIMETOAST 
Free Yes General Image No Horizontal, 
slide frame 
Embed, 
print 
Yes If premium Ads Zoom 
CAPZLES  
Free No General Image, 
audio, 
video 
No Slideshow   Yes No   Privacy, 
iphone app 
MYHISTRO 
Free No General Image, 
video 
Yes Vertical, 
map/slide 
frame 
PDF, 
embed 
Yes or social 
network 
No? Need day 
besides year 
View 
choices, 
including 
map 
HISTORY IN MOTION 
Free No General Image, 
audio, 
video 
Yes Animated 
map 
URL, 
embed 
Yes No Need map Animation 
TIMELINEJS 
Free No General URL links No Slides URL, 
embed 
Yes No Spreadsheet 
data entry 
Spreadsheet 
provided 
Honoring a request made during the presentation, this 
chart of examined digital timeline makers was made.  
Ubiquitous for good reason,  
the timeline illuminates  
but also can distort. 
 
Question it!  
Explore it! 
Arguably, the 
timeline has never 
been more important 
or more ubiquitous 
than it is today. Even 
in contrast to its 
great popularity in 
print form, in 
interactive media, the 
timeline is 
everywhere. P. 246 
TAKE AWAY 
